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Whontl
By JAMES NORMAN HALL.

IN these days, when many curious
travelers to the South Seas return

with yet more curious information
about their experiences among the Islands,
it seems no more than fair that the Polynesiansbe given a hearing with respect
to their own travels in America. For
thpv nrtt nnt all atav at hnmpa

Occasionally one of these brown
skinned wanderers is to be found whose
longing to see with his own eyes the
wonders of the white man's civilization
has carried him as far as San Francisco.
They rarely go further than that, for to
them "Frisco" is America itself.the land
from which come all the little luxuries of
life.tinned beef, flour, Bibles, kerosene
oil, perfume and corrugated iron.

It was at San Francisco, where I was

the guest of my friend Appleby, that I
first heard of one of these voyagers, a

youth named Roaki, from the far off
atolls of the Low Archipelago. I had
just returned from a year spent among
the islands of that group, and Appleby
was greatly disappointed when I told him
that I had not met the young Paumotuan.
"I'm sorry," he said, "for I should like

to know what he thinks now of a visit he
made to San Francisco last year. He
came here on one of our cargo boats
which had put in at Papeete for water.
I don't know what he was doing at Papeete,but in so far as I could learn he
had been there only a few days when our

vessel called and he signed on as a memberof the crew.
"He hailed from an island.Ro.Rao.

some such name, and I believe this was

the first time he had ever left it. I met
him on the wharf on the day of his ar

rival and he looked so lost and lonely
that I decided to take charge of him until
I could get him a passage back to the
islands.
"My reason for doing this was not

wholly unselfish, however. Here it
seemed to me, was a chance in a thou
sand to learn what a primitive man of
good native intelligence thought of the
ways of the civilized world. Of course T

cculdn't know what he thought, for I understoodnothing of his language and he
had picked up only a few words of
English.
"Well, I did my utmost. He lived at

my house. He went with us to the theaterand out to the country club; he even

looked on at several little dances there.
He rode in trains, on elevators, in street
cars. He saw everything I could think of
to show him, and. by Jove! he didn't seem

tc be in the least impressed!
"You mlghj have thought he had been

born and brought up in San Francisco.
How do you account for this? My own

belief is that he accepted our marvels
witnout wonder because tney were so foreignto anything in his experience. There
was nothing In his own life with which
to compare what he saw here. Nevertheless,I would like to know what he really
thought about his visit, and what he told
his family whan he went back home."

* *

It was my good fortune later to gather
some Information on this point. I had
occasion to make another voyage through
the Low Archipelago and as I carried
with me some presents for Roaki from
Appleby and his family I decided to give
them to him myself if the chance came.

I traveled for several months on small
trading schooners which were picking up
copra and pearl shell. I made sojourns
at various atolls and at last was able to
take passage on a forty ton schooner
which was bound for Roakl's Island.
One could call it an island only by

courtesy. The lagoon is fifteen miles long
by nine broad, but it is surrounded for the
most part by barren reef, with here and
there a tiny islet covered with scrub, givingroot to a few isolated cocoanut palms.
The habitable land is a mere strip along
the western side of the lagoon, several
miles in length, but scarcely 300 yards
across at any point. The village lay oppositethe hreak in the reef, where the
uutftl is, auu iicic mu ni-uuuuci

ctme to anchor, close in shore, within a

few yards of Roakl's home.
I can imagine from the warmth of the

welcome given me as a friend of Appleby
the reception he himself would have had
a« Raeo. "Apati" they called him. this
being the nearest approach they could
make to the English pronunciation. The
forty inhabitants of the place knew him
by name and they would have known him
by sight as well, for his photograph,
which had been framed in polished pear,
shell, hung on a wall over Roaki'a bod.

Beneath it was a picture postcard of
Market street in San Francisco, the scene

of many of Roaki's adventures. A family
feast was given on the evening of my ar

rival and not until it was over and the
rest of the village had assembled at his
house did Roaki, in the deliberate Paumotuanway, nsfc for news of his American
friends.

"Apatl-Tane (Appleby the man); was

he well?'' 1 assured him that he was and
that he often spoke of his friend Roaki.
"And Apati-Vahine (Appleby the woman):
he too was enjoying good health?"
"She too. f said, had every reason In

, be grateful for abundant good health.
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"And the Mamma-Ruau, with the remov- "Here I ha(
able teeth, and Mari, the daughter, and of polished in
the two small children?" Roaki remem- fresh water, 1
bered them all in turn, including the from what sc
household pets, a dog, a pony and a lack of fresh

canary. The rainfall
I was a little puzzled at first at some with you thar

of his inquiries. Whom did he mean by I was sorry
Appleby's Mamma-Ruau, literally, the old family, who
mamma or grandmother? The explana- in a dish am
tion that she had removable teeth did their mats i
not enlighten me, hut when he said tha' early mornlm
she prepared the food for the family I in a lagoon si
understood that he referred to Carrie, the "Daily I wi
Swedish cook. And Mary, the housemaid, to awake, bi
he had mistaken for Appleby'soldest daughter, and
Emma. the children's
nurse, for Mrs. ADDleby
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leisure could be nothing
elsb. I didn't take the
trouble to explain, for I "

some of his other impres- |^ ^

servant. Appleby was en- HNh
tirely wrong about that. f
He talked from 7 in the W ''
evening until long after P

listening, commenting, con- Jj
jecturing as they must %* W
have done scores of times *

^sm IimuaS?before. I regret exceedihg ;

summarize the story, and \
that the scene at the tellingof it and Roakl's mannerof narration must all
come from the imagination

It must be remembered
that Raeo is as far removed
from our world as it is
possioie ior an island to
be, and that of the people "Watching
who live there only Roaki loans! vi
had ever wandered beyond .

the charmed circle of*the ove "

islands themselves.
"I shall never forget,V he began, "the time weariso

kindness of Apati to me, a stranger on his Mari, who w

island, and if one day he should come to with the sing
Raeo I shall kill all my pigs and chickens instrument g
for the feast of welcome to him. But f the daughter i

am poor like the others here and the most which coverec
I could offer would be nothing to the food bits of paper o
1 have eaten as his guest. it had passed
"One thing I saw clearly in America; "Several tlrr

without money one may not eat, but all its path and
have money there, so it matters not, and That it was i

Apati is very rich. We ate when and rlthough I ct
where we would and never less than three strange a thin
times a day, but where this food came explain it to
from and who it is that must work to fur- but tell a ta
nish it I was not able to see. Brooms do n<
"How is it that Apati has such great does the dust

wealth, for he did not work? The sun enchantment,
was three hours high before he arose from "Neither wil
sleep. All of his family are very lazy ex- America much
cept the Mamma-Ruau and Mari the daugh- little stoves
tcr, who came from sleep an hour after stand on the tJ
the dawn. It was Mari, the daughter, who Are without s
showed me the room where one bathes in only pushing i

a large dish. At this poll

Queer Deniz<
AFRICA is the "mystery" continent. It is there

that the most curious and unlikely animals
and human beings may be found.from real

giants, two of whom can kill and eat an elephant,
to two toed monkey men, who live in treetops. From
the "eppo," a species of antelope that climbs trees,
to the hippo horse, half hippopotamus and half horse
that is a survival of a species of gigantic monster,
rne rossn remains 01 wnicn are aug up in worm

America.
In central Africa, as ill the great valley of the

Amazon and the hinterlands of the Guianas up In the
northeast of South America, there Is in the dense
roof of the lofty jungle overhead another world, unknown,unseen and forever far out of the reach of
puny man, a world about which we know very little,
for It Is populated by a host of creatures that never

come down to earth.
The African natives tell strange and gruesome

stories about some of these living things. For instance,they declare there is an animal, something of
tho leopard kind but striped like a zebra, that cannot
face the daylight, so used It Is to the twilight overhead.Selous, the great hunter and explorer, saw an

apron made of its skin, which was wholly unlike any
skin even he had ever seen. This animal is particularlyfierce and agile, attacks the natives from behind
and then, having bitten them at tho back of the neck,
sucks their hraina out aa tho weasel does the blood
of a rabbit. -*
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1 but to turn a piece
on and water came, J
)ut I could not tell II BHi
water in America.
must be heavier ^ i

i is with us. But / fjtjf£
for Apati his' £ f j0*
must always bathe 4f**
n the
p and swim far out ^®
icn as we nave. r ,

ii ted long for Apati
never was this

jjj^^
*> coffee percolators, e

bread toasters, &c.
Very courteously anc

I "Where does thl

j^j from?"
"Through wires,"

a great house whei
ready for many hoi

for a ship and its the village of Frisc
sitors from America." ..You see?" said 1

, . believes you no mc
lames Norman Hail , does me. Sometime

I had not gone to
me to me. I watched my people only smile when I
ent from room to room these things. It would havt
ling brooms. This strange had I never spoken of them,
roaned faintly, and as Poor Roaki! I did what I
noved it over the soft mats him out. but it was to little
1 the floor, if there were I had to explain by making
r other rubbish there, after with things known to the
over them these were gone, was difficult,
les I threw small objects in "Even my father doubts,"
always th«y disappeared, "when I tell him of the gri

i broom I have no doubt, which are nothing but hous
mid never understand so one above the other, to a heij
ig. I wish that you would greater than that of our tall
my mother, for she says I trees. I have told him.how
le to make sport of her. .that one rides from hou
3t sing, she says, neither in a little car along a passi
of the floor disappear by like a street standing on end.

the nicture of these houses
1 my mother believe that in doubts that such things can 1
of the food ia cooked at "No matter. We who ha*

of beautiful silver which know that it is true. Apati (
ible where one eats and that morning to one of these houi
moke is made in them by others. Why he went the
i little button." know, but he sat for an houi
ot Roakl begged me verv beautiful room talking with

t

mis of Africa's Mystei
In the same part of unknown Africa a race ot

tree beings are said to exist, who live in the tops of
the trees and are sheltered from enemies by the dense
foliage. These folk, two toed and claw handed, pass
from tree to tree with the ease and activity of monkeys,and are of a particularly ferocious nature. Then
there are dwarfs in central Africa which live like wild
animals among the rocks and bushes. Their projecting
Jaws and protruding lips, slender, ill shaped legs and
protruding bellies give them the true apelike appearance.They are Blngularly ttmld and fleet at the sight
of strangers.

As mysterious is the race of, gigantic natives in
the unRnown deserts north or uaso Nyiro and tne
Lorlan Swamp, East Africa. This atrange race is
known by tradition to the natives now Inhabiting the
land west of the Juba in the north and the Tana in the
south. Their name appears to be "the Maanthinle,"
and tradition has it they Rre Christians and originally
came from Abyssinia.

Until pestilence and native wars broke them they
are said to have cultivated large areas, used irrigationto raise crops, owned camels and lived in great
circular houses, the huge stones of which testify to
their strength. Their hoes, it has been stated, were

so large and strong that a local native of the present
day could not lift one. Two of this giant race could
not only kill an elephant with spears but eat It up
afterward.

Just as the data regarding these giants cannot ba
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from those who were *>

"Mi_ f»r away, perhape. »1

^ "In one corner of 11

.P^̂JngjH this room there was 31

an obiect onder a w

glass globe more

,
- traders sell us. and a e

\ ribbon of paper, cov- *f
ered with numbers. *(

| ,j \ >v came from the globe n

and fell into a basy| ket. Sometimes Apati 11

V rose from his chair w

and looked at the a:

|j! ribbon, which moved 11

always out of the "

glob* into the basket.
Roaki'* Father. "He tried toexplainthis to me. 11

Irmatlon, so he said, "Tika, Roakl.' At last I under- a

plain to his stood. He meant to say 'Tiki,' which, as w

of electric you know, In our language means one of RJ
sgg poachers, the old heathen gods which were wor tl
She listened shlped before the coming of the white l«i

i men a8*eu. missionaries. Ana yet mis is strange, »«

is fire come for the missionaries tell as that you hare tb
tut one god. Are there others thsn which a

I said, "from we know nothing about?" m

e It Is made i hope I may be forgiven by the mis- w

uses all over pionaries, but the question was fired at w

o."me so unexpectedly that I was forced to
Roaki. "She admit fo Roaki the existence of other ®!
>re than she gods In America. And how could I have m

s I wish that explained to him the nature and the func- hi
America, for tions of a ticker, that indispensable plec9 h<
tell them of of equipment in a modern business office? b<

- been better i assured him, however, that his friend &t

Apati was a Christian and only very In
could to bear rarely fell from grace and worshiped the
purpose, for "Tika"; and he was always sorry for it Pi
comparisons afterward. df
m, and this "I know that he Is a Christian," he vr

said, "for there are many Bibles In his ki
he went on, house. In one room there was nothing e8

»at buildings but Bibles, shelf after shelf of them from at
as In layers floor to celling. These were in many dif- c<]

?ht ten times ftrent covers, and some had pictures of tb
lest cocoanut the saints, and of wicked men and women
mantr 1mna I /v# vwKsxvm Im U y-t 1 ntnannhf

»aauw. u» wuuiii wc i can 111 1110 oi iiyvuico, .

seto house "While Apatl talked with hl» friends in Wl

ige which Is the pleasant room," he continued, "I 88

I show him looked out of the windows Into other gl
and yet he rooms, which were opposite to the one At

je. where we were, for this great building al
'e seen them was hollow in the center, with the layers be
took me each of houses on all tour sides of it. In one ai

see far above of these I saw men who came to be w:

re I do not shaved or to have their hair cut with the
r or two In a scissors. There were beautifully dressed so

friends and women In this house, who held the hands If
w

rious Jungles '*'
denied, neither can data concerning the hippo horse th
be cast aside merely because they refer to what appearsto be a survivor of prehistoric ages. w

A short time ago the press was announcing that ar

an explorer in Africa had been put to flight by a weird
and formidable animal such as we come across in a 811

nightmare or a dream. The fugitive stated his strange
enemy must have had a body more than twenty feet t;
long and of great girth, an upright tusk on its nose th
and with the fore parts of a horse and the hind parts fri
of a cow.

An explorer, H. K. Lee, first encountered it, though I
the natives have always spoken of. Its existence. He hi
was creeping into position for a shot at a hippo- ea

potamus when he saw in the background of the pool, w

slowly and meditatively chewing water weed, the y<
strangest animal yet known. On Its nose It carried
fr «r sn irssu ekn en not nf n«1 virtcwn as f netra *ia! snsead i c
ittw tci / nii(i i 11 ^uuikcu iiui nn ui wuonn, uuv v ui »cu "

but sticking up straight. The front of Its head had ar

all the appearance of a hippo, but the cheeks and ears th
and mouth were like those of a horse. It had a mane ar

of red hair, and while its npper body was that of the Hi
hippo, yet the legs and feet were those of the horse.
Its neck was not short and thick like a hippo's, but al
gracefully arched and elongated like that of the horse. on

Its tail, long and bushy, was covered with red hairs. Hi
Lee shot this amazing animal and found it meas- ot

ured over twenty-one feet In length, with a girth at en

eighteen feet. Skeletons of a creature of similar build 3a

have been unearthed la America. ki

America
>f the men while they were being shaved.'
"At first I thought that men with famlytroubles came here seeking new wives,

mt soon I saw the women were trimming
be fingernails of the men and rubbing
hem with cloths. Sometimes three peoilewere busy to make beautiful the man

a the long chair; one to shave him, the
roman to trim his fingernails and yet
nother man who rubbed hie shoes with
rushes. These men, I knew, must be the
lghest chiefs of yowr island, but why Is
; that their llngernaile must be cut by
romen ?
"Toward the middle of the day Apatl
nd I rode back to the earth in the little
sr. Then we went Into the streets and
ralked far, looking at this and that. Alwaysmy mind wag filled with wonder at
be things 1 saw, but alas! I could ask
othtng of Apatl, for he understood nothigof my language.
"Once we passed a great store with

ibles in.the street in front of the wlnows.Here were many things to eat and
mong them I saw cocoanuts. I had not
isted a cocoanut in many weeks and I
ladly took three, and when I turned to
o with Apatl he had disappeared. I
urrled on to And him, but a man standigby the table rushed after me and
rasped my arm ao that I dropped the
uts in the street.
"The man seemed angry and spoke in
loud voice. I told him that I did not
peak the American tongue. I picked up
le nuts and would have gone on, but he
sized my arm again. Then I saw Apatl,
rho was coming back to find me. He
tughed and gave the man money for the
uts, and with this he wrfs pleased and
rought me a paper bag to carry them in.
"It was at this time that I understood
nw In AmoHeo ana mnot erlwo mnnaw #a»»

verything. I was surprised that on so

irge an Island where there Is so much
>od one must pay even for three cocoauts.
"Apati gave money for everything. The
loney I have seen him give in one day
ould buy flour for my family for a year
nd the kerosene oil for my lamps and
le cloth <or my parous. I did not know
ie value of your money and watched
losely to see If I could understand.
"Alas! I could not. Apatl often gave
ttle for a great service and much for
small one. We rode far* In the cars
hlch go In the streets and for this he
ive but two little pieces of money. Somemesat midday we ate in place where
nndreds of people came. Here a beauttilwoman bung our hats on hooks near
ke door.and for this service Apatl gave
large piece of silver. But If It was a
an who placed our hats on the hooks It
as not necessary to give so much. Why
as this?
"We had food at many different places
the noontime when we were In the

Iddle of the village far from Apatl's
jme. But three times we ate at the
>uses of his friends. It would have been
itter had we gone there often, for we
e as much as we would and paid nothig-
"But I will tell you something whlcL*
izzled me very much and to this day T
uuv uuucioiauu it. i naa long oeen

ishing tor a feed of raw fish, for you
sow how much better they are when
iten alive, freshly from the Bea. Often
Apatl's home we had flsh, but always

*>ked ones and my stomach ached for
le uncooked flesh.
"One evening I went with Apatl to the
>use of his friends and here at last I
as content to see that flsh were to be
iten raw. On a table there was a large
ass bowl filled with water, wnere little
ih of a golden color were swimming
jout. These were like the Mttle soft
>ned ones which we find In our lagoons
id I was eager for the dishes of salt
ster to be brought that we might eat.
"I waited long, but the others were not
hungry, and so at last I asked Apat*
I might have a flsh. He was talking

1th his friends, but nodded his head and
ailed. So I ate one and found It very
tod, although the water in the bowl waa
>t flea water, hut frenh. Then because
ere were many fleh.more than enough
r all.t took another and wae eating It
Itta pleasure when a woman screamed
id another made a great outcry.
"I thought tbey had been taken with a
idden sicknees, or that perhaps they bad
en the spirits of the dead sucb as often
ouhle my mother. But no. I saw that
ie women were frightened of me, and I
lew 1 had done something urrong. I do
>t yet understand what it was. Should
hare eaten but one flsh? Or should I
ive waited until the others first had
.ten? I will be glad, my friend, if you
ill explain this, for 1 do not understand,
,ur customs are strange to me."
I did explain. I told him and the other
landers the uses of goldfish In America,
id they thought It the funniest thin?
ey had ever heard of. What! Fishes
pets, ornaments? They couldn't be»veIt.

I wish there were space enough to tell
1 of Roakl's story; what he thought of
ir dances, for example, and what he beareda game of golf was and a doxen
her things. But T have at least told
lough of it, I belleyg, to verify the old
.ylng that "One-half of the world doesn't
iow how the other halt Uvea."
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